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JP-09-127528E 

[Title of the Invention] METHOD OF MANUFACTURING LIQUID 

CRYSTAL PANEL 
[Abstract] 

[Object] To provide a drop injection method which 
obviates the oozing out of an uncured seal into liquid 
crystals in a sealing process, suppresses the leakage of the 
seal by preventing the uncured seal from being eroded by the 
liquid crystals, and does not deteriorate the liquid 
crystals by the irradiation with ultraviolet rays for the 
purpose of curing the seal. 

[Solving Means] The drop injection method comprises 
applying a sealant 2 in a frame shape on a first substrate 1 
to form the main seal, dropping the liquid crystals 3 into 
the display region of the first substrate 1, bonding a 
second substrate 5 to the first substrate 1 in vacuum, 
restoring the two substrates to the atmosphere pressure, and 
then injecting the liquid crystals into the substrates. At 
this time, a panel gap is formed after curing the sealant by 
using a thermoplastic light (ultraviolet rays) setting resin 
having a glass transition point between the room temperature 
and the N-I transition temperature of the liquid crystals 
for the main seal, whereby while the main seal is uncured, 
the liquid crystals 3 come in contact with the main seal due 
to its diffusion, and thus the uncured seal is prevented 
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from being oozed into the liquid crystals 3, from being 
eroded by the liquid crystals, or the liquid crystals 3 are 
prevented from being deteriorated by the irradiation of the 
ultraviolet rays for the purpose of curing the seal. 

[Claims] 

[Claim 1] A method of manufacturing a liquid crystal 
panel comprising the steps of bonding a substrate in which 
main seal is formed and liquid crystals are dropped within 
display area in advance and its counter substrate to each 
other in vacuum, returning the substrates to an atmosphere 
pressure, and then injecting liquid crystals, the method 
comprising the step: 

forming a panel gap after curing the seal by using a 
thermoplastic light-curing resin having a glass transition 
point between the room temperature and the N-I transition 
temperature of the liquid crystals for the main seal. 

[Claim 2] The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of curing the seal before the liquid 
crystals reach the main seal by light-curing the seal in 
vacuum. 

[Claim 3] The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of processing the substrates while 
heating them to the glass transition point or more of the 
seal on a pair of flat hot plates as a process of forming a 
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panel gap after the seal is cured. 

[Claim 4] The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of pressing one substrate while heating 
the substrate to the glass transition point or more of the 
seal and the N-I transition temperature or more of the 
liquid crystals on a pair of flat hot plates as a process of 
forming a panel gap after the seal is cured. 

[Claim 5] The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of accurately positioning the substrates 
on the hot plate heated to the same temperature as the other 
hot plate after a process of forming a panel gap. 

[Claim 6] The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of preventing the substrates from being 
deformed due to heat after the substrates are formed to a 
panel by fixing the circumference of a panel with a resin 
having the glass transition point higher than that of the 
main seal after a process of forming a panel gap. 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Technical Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to a drop injection 

method which does not require an injection port for 

simplifying a liquid crystal injection process. By using a 

light-curing sealant having thermoplasticity as a main seal, 
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after the sealant is cured, liquid crystals are scattered 
and a panel gap is formed, and thus a liquid crystal panel 
having no misalignment thereof around the seal is obtained. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Related Art] 

In a conventional drop injection method, after a panel 

gap is formed, the substrates are positioned, and then the 

seal is cured. However, because dissolution of an uncured 

sealant with liquid crystals or damage of liquid crystals 

due to the irradiation of ultraviolet rays in a case where 

an ultraviolet-ray setting resin is used, a panel is 

misaligned at the seal. Further, a method (Japanese 

Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. H4-60518) in 

which two seals are used and an inner seal thereof is made 

of a resin which is inactive to liquid crystals is suggested, 

but in the method, because the seal area is enlarged, a 

ratio of an outer frame size to a display area is increased. 

[0003] 

Figs. 4(A) and 4(B) are perspective views illustrating 
processes of a conventional liquid crystal dropping method. 
In the figure, a reference numeral 21 denotes a first 
substrate, a reference numeral 22 denotes a sealant, a 
reference numeral 23 denotes a liquid crystal, a reference 
numeral 24 denotes a second substrate, a reference numeral 
25 denotes an adhesion spacer, a reference numeral 26 
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denotes a lower stage, a reference numeral 27 denotes a 
guide, a reference numeral 28 denotes an upper stage, a 
reference numeral 29 denotes a guide, and a reference 
numeral 30 denotes a support. 

[0004] 

A method of manufacturing a conventional liquid crystal 
panel will be described with reference to Figs. 4(A) and 
4(B). First, the sealant 22 made of a light-curing resin is 
applied in a frame shape to the first substrate 21 and 
liquid crystals 23 are uniformly dropped within the frame by 
a necessary amount depending on the cell thickness. Further, 
the adhesion spacers 25 are scattered and fixed by the heat 
to the second substrate 24. 

[0005] 

The first substrate 21 is fixed by the guide 27 on the 
lower stage 2 6 within a vacuum chamber and the second 
substrate 24 is positioned by the guide 2 9 on the upper 
stage 28 and is supported over the first substrate 21 by the 
support 30. (see Fig. 4(A)) 

[0006] 

In a vacuum state, the lower stage 26 is raised after 
the support 30 is removed. After the first substrate 21 and 
the second substrate 24 are bonded to each other, they are 
pressed with an atmosphere pressure or a panel gap is formed 
by a press. Further, after the gap is formed, the 
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substrates are positioned and the seal is cured by heat or 
light. (see Fig. 4 (B) ) 
[0007] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

Fig. 5(A) and 5(B) are perspective views illustrating a 

method of manufacturing a liquid crystal panel according to 

a conventional liquid crystal dropping method. In the 

figure, a reference numeral 31 denotes a first substrate, a 

reference numeral 32 denotes a second substrate, a reference 

numeral 33 denotes a liquid crystal, and a reference numeral 

34 denotes a seal. 

[0008] 

Problem 1 (see Fig. 5(A)) 

Until the seal 34 made of a ultraviolet-ray setting 
resin around liquid crystals 33 which is inserted between 
the first substrate 31 and the second substrate 32 is cured 
in a short time, the liquid crystals 33 are irradiated by 
ultraviolet rays with covered with a shielding mask 35 and 
cured, but the ultraviolet rays are irradiated even to the 
liquid crystals 33 in a border surface of the seal 34 due to 
the rotation of light and the liquid crystals 33 are 
deteriorated . 

[0009] 

Problem 2 (gee Fiq. 5(B)) 

Because the seal 34 is cured after a panel gap is 
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formed, the liquid crystals 33 are contaminated by the 
uncured seal 34 or leaked by the erosion of the sealant 34. 
[0010] 

The present invention is to solve the above-mentioned 
problem, and an object of the present invention is to 
provide a drop injection method which can suppress the 
leakage of the seal and does not deteriorate the liquid 
crystals by the irradiation of ultraviolet rays for curing 
the seal by obviating the oozing out of an uncured seal into 
liquid crystals in a sealing process and preventing the 
erosion of the uncured seal by the liquid crystals, 

[0011] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

Figs. 1(A) and 1(B) are perspective views illustrating 

a method of manufacturing a liquid crystal panel according 

to the present invention. In the figure, a reference 

numeral 1 denotes a first substrate, a reference numeral 2 

denotes a sealant, a reference numeral 3 denotes a liquid 

crystal, a reference numeral 5 denotes a second substrate, a 

reference numeral 6 denotes an adhesion spacer, a reference 

numeral 7 denotes a lower stage, a reference numeral 8 

denotes a guide, a reference numeral 13 denotes an 

ultraviolet-ray source, reference numerals 14 and 16 denote 

a hot plate, a reference numeral 15 denotes a guide, and a 

reference numeral VC denotes a vacuum chamber. Further, 
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reference numerals in the figure are the same as those of 
Figs. 2 and 3 and thus the elements are omitted. 

[0012] 

A method of manufacturing a liquid crystal panel 
according to the present invention will be described with 
reference to Figs. 1(A) and 1(B). First, the sealant 2 made 
of a light-curing resin is applied in a frame shape to the 
first substrate 1 and liquid crystals 3 are uniformly 
dropped within the frame by a necessary amount depending on 
the cell thickness. Further, the adhesion spacers 6 are 
scattered and fixed by the heat to the second substrate 5. 

[0013} 

The first substrate 1 is fixed by the guide 8 on the 
lower stage 7 within a vacuum chamber, the second substrate 
5 is positioned over the first substrate 1 and in a vacuum 
state, and the first substrate 1 and the second substrate 5 
are bonded to each other by raising the lower stage 7. 

[0014] 

The lower stage 7 is raised up to a gap in which the 
seal is fully pressed while the first substrate 1 and the 
second substrate 5 are positioned in a position setting mark 
and the sealant 2 is cured by irradiating ultraviolet rays 
to the seal with an ultraviolet-ray source 13, and then the 
vacuum chamber VC is opened to an atmosphere pressure, (see 
Fig. 1(A)) 
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[0015] 

Next, the bonded first substrate 1 and the second 
substrate 5 are fixed by the guide 15 on the heated hot 
plate 14 and placed under the other hot plate 16 heated to 
the same temperature. Because the liquid crystals 3 heated 
to the N-I transition temperature or more by the hot plate 
14 and 16 become isotropic liquid due to depreciation of the 
viscosity, it is possible to prevent disclination of the 
liquid crystals 3 from being generated when they are 
injected. Further, by pressing the sealant 2 while heating 
it to the glass transition point or more, the deformation of 
the sealant 2 is mitigated at light curing and thus it is 
possible to heighten the adhesion strength thereof. 

[0016] 

After a gap is formed between the first substrate 1 and 
the second substrate 5, the first substrate 1 and the second 
substrate 5 bonded to each other are fixed on the hot press 
or the hot plate heated to the same temperature as the hot 
press, an accurately positioned, and the bonded first 
substrate 1 and second substrate 5 are slowly cooled to the 
room temperature. Further, an ultraviolet-ray curing resin 
having a glass transition point higher than that of the main 
seal made of the sealant 2 is applied to the circumference 
of a panel and the panel may be doubly fixed by irradiating 
ultraviolet rays, (see Fig. 1(B)) 
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[0017] 

According to the present invention having the above 
processes, in a drop injection method of bonding a substrate 
in which a main seal is formed and liquid crystals are 
dropped within a display area in advance and its counter 
substrate to each other in vacuum and returning the 
substrates to an atmosphere pressure, and then injecting 
liquid crystals, by forming a panel gap after curing the 
seal by using a thermoplastic light-curing resin having a 
glass transition point between the room temperature and the 
N-I transition temperature of the liquid crystals for the 
main seal, the seal can be light-cured before the liquid 
crystals reach the sealant after bonding the substrates to 
each other and a panel gap can be formed by the hot press 
after the substrates are opened to an atmosphere pressure, 
so that the uncured sealant does not come in contact with 
the liquid crystals and the liquid crystals are not 
deteriorated by the irradiation of light (ultraviolet ray) . 

[0018] 

Further, when the seal is cured by light in vacuum, the 

liquid crystals are prevented from being scattered to the 

sealant, and the seal can be cured before the liquid 

crystals reach the main seal. 
[0019] 

Further, as a process of forming a panel gap after 
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curing the seal, by processing the substrates while heating 
them to the glass transition point or more of the seal on a 
pair of flat hot plates, a entire panel can be parallely 
pressed and the liquid crystals can be scattered on the 
substrate surface by forming a panel gap on a pair of hot 
plates (hot press) , so that it is possible to enhance a 
bonding property to the substrate of the seal without curing 
distortion the seal. 
[0020] 

Further, as a process of forming a panel gap after 

curing the seal, by pressing one substrate while heating the 

substrate to the glass transition point or more of the seal 

and the N-I transition temperature or more of the liquid 

crystals on a pair of flat hot plates, it is possible to 

prevent disclination of the liquid crystals from being 

generated by mitigating the alignment regulation force in a 

scattering direction of the liquid crystals. 
[0021] 

Further, after a process of forming a panel gap, by 
accurately positioning the substrates on the hot plate 
heated to the same temperature as the other hot plate, the 
substrates can be moved with small friction force, so that 
it is possible to reduce a load applied to the seal or 
spacers . 

[0022] 
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Further, after a process of forming a panel gap, it is 

possible to prevent the substrates from being deformed due 

to heat after the substrates are formed to a panel by fixing 

the circumference of a panel with a resin having the glass 

transition point higher than that of the main seal. 
[0023] 

According to the method of manufacturing a liguid 
crystal panel of the present invention, in the dropping 
injection method, the uncured seal does not come in contact 
with the liquid crystals, and light (ultraviolet rays) is 
not irradiated to the liquid crystals, and thus the 
following effects can be obtained. 

1. Because the uncured seal is not oozed into the 
liquid crystals, the sealant is not misaligned. 

2. Because the uncured seal is not eroded by the liquid 
crystals, the seal is prevented from being leaking. 

3. Because the ultraviolet rays are irradiated to only 
the seal, the liquid crystals are not depreciated. 

[0024] 

[Embodiments] 

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present invention 
will be described. Pigs. 2(A) to 2(D) and Figs. 3(E) to 3(G) 
are perspective views illustrating processes of a liquid 
crystal dropping method according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. In the figures, a reference numeral 1 
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denotes a first substrate, a reference numeral denotes 2 
denotes a sealant, a reference numeral 3 denotes a liquid 
crystal, a reference numeral 4 denotes a dispenser, a 
reference numeral 5 denotes a second substrate, a reference 
numeral 6 denotes an adhesion spacer, a reference numeral 7 
denotes a lower stage, a reference numeral 8 denotes a guide, 
a reference numeral 9 denotes an upper stage, a reference 
numeral 10 denotes a support, a reference numeral 11 denotes 
a CCD camera, a reference numeral 12 denotes a guide, a 
reference numeral 13 denotes an ultraviolet-ray source, a 
reference numeral 14 denotes a hot plate, a reference 
numeral 15 denotes a guide, a reference numeral 16 denotes a 
hot plate, reference numerals 17 and 18 denote a hot press, 
a reference numeral 19 denotes a CCD camera, and a reference 
numeral 20 denotes an ultraviolet-ray curing resin. A panel 
forming process after forming the seal in a liquid crystal 
dropping method according to an embodiment of the present 
invention will be described with reference to Figs. 2(A) to 
2(D) and Figs. 3(E) to 3(G). 
[0025] 

First Process (see Fig. 2(A)) 

The sealant 2 (made by Luxtrak, a glass transition 
point of 59°C) made of a light-curing resin is applied in a 
frame shape to the first substrate 1 by a dispenser (not 
shown) and liquid crystals 3 (made by Merck, ZLI-4792, N-I 
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transition temperature of 91°C) are uniformly dropped within 
the frame by a necessary amount depending on the cell 
thickness by the dispenser 4 having an electronic control 
valve . 

[0026] 

Second Process (see Fig. 2(B)) 

The adhesion spacers 6 (made by Hayakawa Rubber, a 

diameter of 5.0um, melting at the temperature of 150°C) are 
scattered in the second substrate 5 and fixed to the 
substrate 5 by heating for 1 hour at the temperature of 

150°C. 

[0027] 

Third Process (see Fig. 2(C)) 

The first substrate 1 is fixed by the guide 8 in the 

lower stage 7 within a vacuum chamber and the second 

substrate 5 is supported over the first substrate 1 by the 

support 10 in the upper stage 9 and positioned by the guide 

12 while watching by the CCD camera 11. In a vacuum state, 

after the support 10 is removed and the lower stage 7 is 

raised and then the first substrate 21 and the second 

substrate 24 are bonded to each other. 
[0028] 

Fourth Process (see Fig. 2(D)) 

The lower stage 7 is raised up to a gap (up to 10pm) in 
which the seal is fully pressed while the first substrate 1 
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and the second substrate 5 are positioned in a position 

setting mark thereof and the sealant 2 is cured by 

irradiating ultraviolet rays to the seal with an 

ultraviolet-ray source 13. After the sealant 2 is cured, 

the guide 12 supporting the second substrate 5 is taken out 

and the vacuum chamber is opened to an atmosphere pressure. 
[0029] 

Fifth Process (see Fig. 3(E)) 

The bonded first substrate 1 and second substrate 5 are 

fixed by the guide 15 on the hot plate 14 heated to the 

temperature of 100°C and are placed under the other hot 

plate 16 heated to the same temperature as the hot plate 14. 

Because the liquid crystals 3 heated to the N-I transition 

temperature or more by the hot plates 14 and 16 become 

isotropic liquid due to depreciation of the viscosity, it is 

possible to prevent disclination of the liquid crystals 3 

from being generated when they are injected. Further, by 

pressing the sealant 2 while heating it to the glass 

transition temperature or more, the deformation of the 

sealant 2 is mitigated at light curing and thus it is 

possible to heighten the adhesion strength thereof. The 

liquid crystals 3 are uniformly scattered within the panel 

surface to form a uniform panel gap through the process. 
[0030] 

Sixth Process (see Fig. 3(F)) 
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After a gap is formed between the first substrate 1 and 
the second substrate 5, the bonded first substrate 1 and 
second substrate 5 are fixed on the hot presses 17 and 18 or 
on the hot plate heated to the same temperature as the hot 
presses 17 and 18 and two substrates are accurately 
positioned by the CCD camera. 
[0031] 

Seventh Process (see Fig. 3(G)) 

After the bonded first substrate 1 and second substrate 
5 are slowly cooled to the room temperature, the second 
substrate 5 is cut by a scribe break in a panel size. 
Further, an ultraviolet-ray curing resin 20 (made by three 

bond, a glass transition point of 140°C) having a glass 
transition point higher than that of the main seal made of 
the sealant 2 is applied to the circumference of a panel and 
the panel may be doubly fixed by irradiating ultraviolet 
rays . 

[0032] 
[Advantage] 

As described above, according to a method of 
manufacturing a liquid crystal panel of the present 
invention, it is possible to prevent misalignment of the 
panel around the seal because a panel gap is formed by 
scattering the liquid crystals to the sealant after curing 
the seal and to obtain an uniformly aligned panel because 
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the panel gap is formed while heating the two substrates. 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Fig. 1] 

Figs. 1(A) and 1(B) are perspective views illustrating 
a method of manufacturing a liquid crystal panel according 
to the present invention. 

[Fig. 2] 

Figs. 2(A) to 2(D) are perspective views illustrating 
processes of a liquid crystal dropping method according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. 

[Fig. 3] 

Figs. 3(E) to 3(G) are perspective views illustrating 
processes of a liquid crystal dropping method according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. 
[Fig. 4] 

Figs. 4(A) and 4(B) are perspective views illustrating 
processes of a conventional liquid crystal dropping method. 
[Fig. 5] 

Fig. 5(A) and 5(B) are perspective views illustrating a 
method of manufacturing a liquid crystal panel according to 
a conventional liquid crystal dropping method. 
[Reference Numerals] 

1: first substrate 
2: sealant 

3: liquid crystal 
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4 : dispenser 

5: second substrate 

6: adhesion spacer 

7: lower stage 

8: guide 

9: upper stage 

10: support 

11: CCD camera 

12: guide 

13: ultraviolet-ray source 

14: hot plate 

15: guide 

16: hot plate 

17, 18: hot press 

19: CCD camera 

20: ultraviolet-ray curing resin 

VC: vacuum chamber 
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20 tSfi^inKib^^iDflE^fi^ckic^^T, ttfl© 

CO 0 2 1] 3=ft, :(0^ ^y^ULXBKaiv^ 
T, HHttlLjD«L/t*7 h TV- h±T«ffiffiB£ 

TtSo 

Co 02 2] £ft, c<o«£, #+y7BHl8H ^ 
^loS**^ Dt>^7X$£^OJSv^fflBlT 

30 b^tsc kjc<t o><*wfc»0»ara*fli**c k# 

CO 0 2 3] *«W©«J^^^<OiSBS»ffiT«4»Ttt 
<, Sfc«S«c)fe (**M» tfB»«i*ckM:<ft 

aft*. UToiiftftfflaiKwwttins. 

Si »S#*fcfc^--A/*aftrs c k & < 43ft 
40 ® B»«tf^-WE>*fci|Btt«hafti6, KAO^fl: 
C0 0 2 4] 

Ol8KWBT*9, (A) - (G) ttSlfitSLT 
u^So cn^OBCfev^T. HiS 1 OSS, 2tt^— 
;l/9J, 3tiSSn R n, 4{ir>rx^yit- , 5ttS2fl)S 

9tt±Xr-^ 1 OiiCBSFfi, 1 lttCCD*^7» 
50 12tt^h\ 1 3«ift^tt«. 14tt*vh?U- 



5 

k 15te*Vh\ 1 6«*y h!/U-k 1 7, 1 8 

[002 5] m us (02 (a) mo 
m i i icftM{t&mm<oz/-)i>m (uxua 

kS> #5X&#£5 9t) 2*rfX^>'+r- (Has 
OOI/^BL ZLI-4 7 9 2, N- I$£^Sjg9 1 

■c) 3*i*fr#£fcKtt£mmmwm9miz<DT 

[0 0 2 6] §52X*§ (02 (B) #88) 

a, lsor&jsss) 6*««u i5or-ri«n 

[0 0 2 7] S3IH (02 (C) #S» 
S l <DMWL 1 *K^+ >^-[^OTXr->' 7 
T*VK8T@SU 35 2<DSffi5*±X-r-^9lc« 
»fi 1 0 MS^TS 1 OMR 1 0±» lc*7 h L, C 

[0 0 2 8] ^4Xi (0 2 (D) #fi» 
m) STSlOHEl 2:fB20Sfi5 0ffi|[ft1>47- 
3fc:J:oTj|6>M»*^-;WKclBW"r*. 2* 

Wb^-drfc^ S2 0S«*BaSLTt^fc*VKl 2* 
[0 0 2 9] m5XS (03 (E) #!«D 

m<ett>ttm\<Dmmitm2<om&5^ ioot 

fclPft^ftfcshy K^b-h 1 4<D±\Z1M K 1 5(cj: 

1 6tcJ;oTN- I te»ifi*W±K:3ta»«nrc:«»3tt 
M^f<iTU 9fi*#i:4:>T^*fc«>, iiA 

£o ^-;l/gij2(C/fvXfe^jS£U:(D^fiDAT 
[0 0 3 0] £6Xg (03 (F) MR) 

35 1 <omwL \tm2 <om& s <o-t* y Ltn^ tz& 

fc, im&toittz&tDZfry h^UXl 7, 1 8£>±t> 



4) #08¥9-l 2 7 5 2 8 
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[003 1] Sg7Xg (03 (G) #«D 

as i i fcgj2oas5*B»)A*>«ftt©s?giH 

SrttMLfett, X*5>f7 • 7U-^«c«fc0*B2Oa 

2/->b#J 2 X o T Lfc ^ J y <k t) & #9 X 
te^^Kt^^®{tfflfll (X'J-*>KB, #^x 
4 OX) 2 0*8* U *W«*«a»LT^* 

[00 3 2] 

JSttTOElRiatlAWA e>n, *fcjM»L4tf5**y 
ym^Vxotz^ l9-4EiSl«»Oy<*;l/*»SCfc 

[0®<DfS5¥4!B0£] 

[0 1 ] *^l<DiSa/^;i/<oSl5fiSffiio[^KWBl-e 

fc>K (A) , (B) a*l8*SLT^5o 
20 (1) T**9. (A) - (D) tt&DS«a?LT^*. 

[03] *mi(omt<DBM<Dfc&®T&o)xmmwm 

(2) T*>>. (E) - (G) tt&XfifciSLT^a. 
(A) . (B) tt&XSfcSLTVSo 

[05] mt<oitt&\mcxzmik>**A'ommj}& 
t^aiaasgBWHTfto, (a) , (b) tt84*n 

i m i <ogis 

30 2 i/—)im 

3 fi^ra 

4 t-V X^>^— 

5 m20SS 

6 IM*^— * 

7 TXr-i/ 

8 ijVF 

9 ±^f->" 
1 0 

1 1 CCD^J^7 
40 1 2 # >f K 

i 3 

1 4 #»y h^U-h 

1 5 K 
16 

17.18 h7UX 
1 9 CCD^^7 

20 ftftSBfltfUB 
V c HSf-v 



(5) 



ft!¥9-1 2 7 528 




( 6 ) 



1 2 7 5 2 8 




(A> sT" 

( 1 

(B) 31 



